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Sweden by the grant of a Finnish Diet, on the lines of the
Swedish Diet in Stockholm, which should have full control
of all internal Finnish affairs. Finland, therefore, gained
much from the transfer; she possessed for the first time in
her history complete internal autonomy. This state of
things lasted for practically ninety years, during which
period Finland made wonderful progress both economic
and intellectual, so that by the end of the nineteenth cen-
tury she was one of the happiest, most enlightened, and
most prosperous countries in Northern Europe. " As
regards the condition of Finland," Alexander I. had de-
clared, " my intention has been to give this people a political
existence, so that they may not feel themselves conquered
by Russia, but united to her for their own clear advantage ;
therefore, not only their civil but their political laws have
been maintained." This liberal policy was continued by
the various Tsars throughout the century, the reformer
Alexander II. taking particular interest in the development
of the Grand-Duchy, which he evidently regarded as a
place where experiments in political liberty were being
worked out that might later be applied to the rest of Russia.
The weakness of Finland's position lay in the fact that iter
liberties really depended upon the personal whim of the
Grand-Duke: in theory her constitutional laws were only
alterable by the joint sanction of monarch and people; in
practice the small but courageous nation had no means of
redress should the Tsar, swayed by bureaucratic reaction,
choose to go back upon the policy of his ancestors. And
in 1894 a Tsar mounted the throne, Nicholas II., who did
so choose.
The word went forth for the " Russification " of Finland,
After picking a quarrel with the Diet on the military ques-
tion, the Tsar on February 18,1899, issued a manifesto